
SOURCES AND SINKS

The source of energy for many processes occurring on the earth's surface comes from 
the sun. Radiating solar energy heats the earth unevenly, creating air movements in the 
atmosphere. Therefore, the sun drives the winds, ocean currents and the water cycle. 
Sunlight energy is used by plants to create chemical energy through a process called 
photosynthesis, and this supports the life and growth of plants. In addition, dead plant 
material decays, and over millions of years is converted into fossil fuels (oil, coal, etc.).

Today, we make use of various sources of energy found on earth to produce electricity. 
Using machines, we convert the energies of wind, biomass, fossil fuels, water, heat 
trapped in the earth (geothermal), nuclear and solar energy into usable electricity. The 
above sources of energy differ in amount, availability, time required for their formation 
and usefulness. For example, the energy released by one gram of uranium during 
nuclear fission is much larger than that produced during the combustion of an equal 
mass of coal. 

An energy sink is anything that collects a significant quantity of energy that is either lost 
or not considered transferable in the system under study. Sources and sinks have to be 
included in an energy budget when accounting for the energy flowing into and out of a 
system.


